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History of tHe 3 series. (1977-1991)
the little car that changed driving forever
In the late 1960s, performance car enthusiasts in the U.S. 
had limited options. There were small 2-seater sports cars 
like the British MG and there were Detroit-made muscle cars 
with big V-8 engines offering a lot of power, but little else. 
Few Americans had ever heard the name BMW.

Then in 1968, an article appeared in Car & Driver Magazine, 
raving about an unassuming little automobile: the BMW 
2002. This was a car Americans had never seen. It acceler-
ated like a muscle car, but it was light and fuel-efficient. It 
was agile like a sports car, but it had four quite comfortable 
seats and legroom. The 2002 embodied an entirely new 
concept: the sports sedan. It laid down track that BMW has 
been running on ever since.

The success of the 2002 led to the founding of BMW North 
America in 1975. Shortly thereafter a new model was 
introduced that furthered this concept of performance and 
practicality – the BMW 3 Series. This new model was a 
direct descendant of the 2002.  Models have expanded 
upwards and outwards – but for BMW, the 3 Series remains 
the defining car and the benchmark against which all future 
designs will be judged.

1977-1983 - E21
BMW did not forget that the 2002 embodied much of the 
company’s spirit, so the next generation could not fall short 
of it. The 3 Series outstanding performance, driving dynam-
ics and quality of craftsmanship was a perfect next step. 
Upon its debut many people that never considered owning 
a smaller car found themselves attracted to the beautifully 
crafted piece. Designated the E21 body style, the 320i was 
slightly larger than it’s counter- part the 2002. It was a more 
stable car with better ventilation and more road manners. 

Just like it’s counter-part the 2002, the 3 Series was only 
available in a 2-door coupe, most of the major styling cues 
were carried over including the unforgetable trademark... 
the kidney shaped grille. The 3 Series provided a huge 
step forward in suspension engineering from the 2002 with 
McPherson struts up front and a trailing arm suspension in 
the rear. The front disc/rear drum power braking station, was 
a slightly different form in specs but very similar in design 
to the 2002. Under the bonnet, there was a 2.0 liter Bosch 
K-Jetronic fuel injected inline four pushing 110 horses. The 
Getrag four-speed remained, the three-speed automatic was 
optional.

In 1980 the E21 320i took a step backwards. BMW replaced 
the 2.0 liter with a 1.8 liter inline four, and added a three way 
catalytic converter to control emissions, taking the rating 
down to 100 horsepower.  BMW engineers redeemed them-
selves by adding in the five-speed manual tranny.  However, 
even with the loss of power and tighter emission controls 
America still embraced it, sales still grew steadily.

1984-1991 - e30
The grille was layed back a bit, with less forward rake, 
headlights were flushed, and the hood sloped gently into the 
front facia making for a more curvacious look, overall length 
was down slightly. The most noticeable attribute the E30 had 
was how tight the build quality was and its amazing depend-
ability. The horsepower was up slightly to 101 hp while keep-
ing the 1.8 liter inline four.  Adding a model the 325e, BMW 
borrowed the 2.7 liter inline six from its larger brother the 
528e sedan, adding more compression but a low redline and 
economy like gearing.  With it’s 121 horsepower it was the 
most BMW had offered to the U.S. market since the 2002tii.  
In 1985 BMW introduced the saloon (four door sedan) along 
with an all new four-speed automatic.  In 1986 the 318i 4 

cylinder demand dropped, and the model was cut from the 
lineup. Four wheel anti-lock disc brakes were standard and 
a 325es coupe was introduced.

1987 was a big year for the E30 when the 325i, 325is and 
325ic (convertible) models were unveiled. These were also 
the first sport models made available. Car and Driver stated, 
“The new 325is is the first genuinely sporting BMW to reach 
our shores since the 2002tii went out of production in 1975.” 
The larger displacement six cylinders produced 168 horse-
power and 164 pound-feet of tourqe. Upon testing, Car and 
Driver’s 325is zoomed up to 60 in just 7.4 seconds.
The Motorsport division of BMW had been established early 
in the 1970’s cranking out hot rod BMW street and race 
cars.   Recognized as an exemplary sports car building 
house by 1987, the division had never touched the 3 series.

In 1988 the original M3 had made it’s way over to the states. 
Under the bonnet BMW kicked it up a notch by adding the 
“M Power” 2.3 liter four- cylinder, twin cam four valve rated 
at an astounding 192 horsepower reaching redline at 6,750 
rpm mated to a five speed manual transmission. The main 
intention on releasing the M3 was to take on the Mercedes 
Cosworth 190E 2.3-16 in the FIA Group A racing league. 
All this dropped into a two-door 3 series body with heavily 
flared fenders, raked rear window, and a higher trunk lid, 
only the hood was left untouched. Car and Driver wrote, 
“This is not a car for yuppies.” With an “as-tested” price of 
$34,810 the M3 was dubbed the king of 3 Series. During 
the testing Car and Driver posted a run to 60 in just 6.9 
seconds. In 1988 BMW also introduced the 325ix all wheel 
drive model. History of the 3 Series will continue in our next 
newsletter.

twenty-two-peat. 
the BMw 3 series. the only vehicle ever to be named 10Best 22 years in a row 
by Car and Driver america’s premiere automotive enthusiasts magazine.

There are hundreds of competing automobile commpany executives walking 
around asking themselves, “How does BMW do it?”
Heritage has a lot to do with it.  In this and upcoming issues we will feature 
the history of the BMW 3 series

Remember the days when you went to the BMW parts counter and the parts specialist 
would pull out a sheet of film (microfiche) corresponding to your car and place it in a mi-
crofiche reader. That data has been digitized and is available to you free of charge. The 
most commonly used website for this is RealOEM   http://www.realoem.com/bmw/. 

Just select “Car” or “Motorcycle”, and “Current” or “Archive”. (Older models such as the 
E30 can be found in the “Archive” section.) Then select the Series, Body style, Model, 
Region, Production month, Engine, and Transmission type.  Alternatively, you can enter 
your BMW Serial Number (last 7 digits of your VIN). Now, click on “Browse  Parts”.

This brings you to a page where you select a “Main Group” of parts. All the BMW part 
numbers are coded into Main Groups and Subgroups, and are in the following format: 22-
22-1-333-333. Sometimes they will be presented as 22 22 1 333 333 or 22221333333. 
Main Group 11 is for engine parts and the Subgroup for the Oil Pan is 13. Thus, an Oil 

Drain Plug would be numbered 11-13-x-xxx-xxx or 11-13-1-273-093 for a certain car.

There will be numbered parts diagrams once you select a Subgroup. These diagrams 
are sometimes generic and show parts which your car doesn’t use. The legend under the 
diagram will show which parts apply to your car and how many are used (after Crank-
shaft you will find a quantity of 1 and after Pistons, you may find a quantity of 6). The 
prices shown are not kept current.  These parts diagrams are not meant to be used as 
assembly diagrams.

After finding a part number that fits your car, you can copy it. Then go back to the page 
where you started and paste it in the “PART NR APPLICATION SEARCH” box. This 
will bring up all the vehicles that particular part was used in. This can be quite helpful in 
sourcing a used part.

Be the Master of your parts.    Contributed by David Egelston, Wasatch Chapter Vice President
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President’s Corner 
BOARD MEMBERS

President - Craig Hawe
president@wasatchbmwcca.org. 
801-824-5997

Vice President – David Egelston
vicepresident@wasatchbmwcca.org.
801-575-6640

Secretary - Tom Oesleby 
secretary@wasatchbmwcca.org.
801-363-1608

Treasurer — Tommy DeJong
treasurer @wasatchbmwcca.org.  
801-580-4001

Membership Chair – Robert Franke
membershipchair@wasatchbmwcca.org.

Webmaster – Neam Hawe
webmaster@wasatchbmwcca.org.

Newsletter Editor - Lee Wagstaff
newslettereditor@wasatchbmwcca.org.
801-661-4403

Newsletter Submissions
We welcome your stories, suggestions, techni-
cal tips, photos, questions or comments that 
would be of interest to your fellow club mem-
bers.  All reasonable submissions are consid-
ered and are needed. The editor reserves the 
right to edit for length, quality and good taste.  
Please include your contact information so we 
may contact you if significant editing is neces-
sary.  Please send your submissions to the 
Editor through email, phone or the Wasatch 
Chapter address. The Switchback is published 
quarterly.  Deadline for submissions is the 25th 
day of the preceding month.

How to Join BMW-CCA
Call 1-800-878-9292 for credit card orders. 
Membership cost is $48/year which includes 
a subscription to the Roundel and Switchback 
as well as all other Club Benefits. You may 
add another person in your household for $5 
so they can enjoy full Club benefits as well, 
except they won’t get their own Roundel. Send 
your change of address to BMW CCA, Inc., 
640 South Main St, Suite 201, Greenville, SC 
29601 or fax 864-250-0038  or www.bmwcca.
org. (ph-864-250-0022).

BMW CCA Benefits
Discounts on parts, supplies, free advertis-
ing in the Roundel and BMW CCA website, 
library and video services, help from technical 
and maintenance experts, a Value Information 
Coordinator to help with insurance claims, 
purchases or sale of your BMW, Ombudsmen 
to assist you with BMW dealers and suppliers, 
Special Interest Groups listed in the Roundel.

Legal Disclaimers
The Switchback is published by and for the 
Wasatch Chapter of BMW CCA. The chapter is not 
connected with BMW AG or BMW NA.  All informa-
tion furnished herein is provided by the membership 
of the club, for members only. Unless otherwise 
stated, maintenance and modification procedures 
herein are not “Factory Approved” and their use 
may void your BMW warranty.  The ideas, opinions 
and suggestions expressed herein are those of 
the authors, and no authentication is implied by 
the editor, who assumes no liability for information 
contained herein.  Material may be reproduced by 
other chapters provided credit is given to the author 
or the Wasatch Chapter, unless otherwise noted or 
specifically prohibited.

New & Renewing Members 
MARCH 2013 
David Stephen Dickens
Michael Garmon
Ralph Sawyer
Brent W. Van Klooster
Robert Whipple 
Dennis Auch
Tom McAuliffe
Dylan Wade

JANUARY 2013
Austin Madsen
Hogie L Saunders
Jeff Blonder
Jeremy R. Coffman
Anna Ernst
Dan Ernst
Scot Greeno
John Greenwood
Mario Jimenez
Frederick Karalic
David A. Paul
Gary L. Webster
Zach Zitterkopf 

FEBRUARY 2013 
Kenneth E. Boyles  
Gregory A. Caton Sr.
Geoffrey Crocket
Joe Eddins
Corey England
Curt J. Howes
Brandon Blodgett 
Max Dufford
Todd England
Doug Keates
Richard Kennedy
Toby Levitt
Singh Devinder

Four of your board of directors members just returned from the South Central Regional Chap-
ter Caucus of the BMW CCA with a wealth of information to help the Board to enhance your 
membership experience.
 
Our chapter was allowed up to four board members to attend the SCRCC.  It was held April 
5,6 and 7 in Dallas,Texas.  All nine of the chapters in our region attended.  One of the speak-
ers at the caucus was Larry Koch, former M Brand Director for BMW NA.  His presentation 
reviewed how the BMW customer has changed and that sales to BMW CCA members is now 
only 2% of the total.  BMW NA still knows that we are an influential part of their market be-
cause we are the people who have a passion for the vehicles.  It is difficult to access the num-
ber of cars that are sold because we recommend a BMW vehicle to someone, but they know 
we are influencing sales.  Keep it up folks and keep trying to get those buyers to join BMW 
CCA.  Thank you for your effort.

Some other interesting facts we learned at the caucus are:
  •  National club membership has remained about the same for the last decade at 70,000.
  •  In 1985 BMW had 7 models of vehicles; in 2012 it had 60 models.
  •  Today manual gear boxes are only available in the 135i, 335i and M3.
  •  More manual gear boxes are now sold in the USA than in Europe.
  •  Female ownership has doubled in the last 20 years to 40% of sales.
  •  Sales are primarily to baby boomers but are moving to generations X and Y.
  •  50% of cars are leased.
  •  Our event turnout is typical for most chapters, nationally only 10% of the membership 
     attend chapter events.

The primary focus of the caucus was giving us tools that will help us be more attentive to the 
needs and wants of our membership, vary the product, try to make it a premium experience 
and keep it fun.  And to do it all within our respective budgets.

As you may know our chapter board gets together monthly to plan events.  We would like 
to see more members involved in what the chapter does and hope you will contact us if you 
would like to be involved. Board positions open that you may be interested are Events Coordi-
nator, Driving Events Coordinator, Marketing Coordinator. 

We are now trying to put together a weekend event to visit Moab Utah and Monument Val-
ley. It will take place either this fall or next spring.  Please let me know if you would like to get 
involved in planning this event or are just interested in participating.  

Craig



Discounts Given 
to Club Members
Just show your Membership Card to:

BMW of Murray for a 10% 
       discount on parts.

BMW of Pleasant Grove  for a 10% 
       discount on parts.

Pro Dent-10% discount.

Bimmer Motor Werks -See the Ad   
                  on back page.

    

“When Perfect is 
Good Enough” 

SPECIAlIzING IN FOREIGN 
AUTOMOBIlES

3270 South1100 West
Telephone: 801-364-8276
Fax 8010-364-9947
Lane Clisshold 
Email: alpineautorenovation@yahoo.com
Visit us at allpineautorenovation.com

SAviNg YoUR LiFE 

Know what is going on around.  Master seeing 
around your car, front, sides and rear. If you have 
been  moving your eyes every 2 seconds from 
front, to right side mirror, to left side mirror, to 
the rear view mirror, you will see what is hap-
pening around you every 8 seconds.  Don’t let 
your eyes be drawn to one area.  Be aware of 
obstacles and objects that are on the road or in 
close proximity to the road that might impede 
traffic.  Keep track of the traffic behind you by 
noting the colors of the cars.  One look into 
the rear view mirror tells you that there are two 
red cars and 2 blue cars behind you. If the red 
car is not there on a second check it has most 
likely moved up to one side or the other or left 
the road.  If a problem does arise you can take 
the proper evasive action faster because you 
just viewed what was to the left, to the right and 
behind you.  Practice these points and you will 
have time to adjust speed and position of your 
car to minimize the event of an incident. 

This is the third in a series of defensive driving articles 
that can make your driving less stressful and more 
enjoyable.

More power, more traction, more room for fun:  the all-new BMW xDrive  
Sports Wagon blends inspiring performance and versatile design.  Look 
for it in the coming months at BMW of Murray and BMW of Pleasant 
Grove.  BMW is one of the few automakers still offering its cars in a 
traditional wagon form, making it one of the last refuges for enthusiasts 
who don’t want to sacrifice driving dynamics for space.
 
The 3 Series Sports Wagon shares its underpinnings with the new F30 
generation of the revered 3 Series Sedan. There’s slightly more width 
than the previous 3 Series, with a wider track to improve handling and 
an increase in both wheelbase and overall length. Rear-seat passen-
gers benefit from the stretch with more space, and there’s also nearly 
10 percent more room for cargo.
 
Powered by a 240-hp, Twin Power Turbo inline four-cylinder engine 
generates 255 lb-ft of torque at just 1250 rpm. The 3 series sports 
wagon delivers the excitement BMW is famous for - and when the 
roads turn slick BMW’s xDrive intelligenT all-wheeled drive works like 
magic to maintain traction.    
Wagon flexibility is a key defining feature of the 3 Series Sports Wagon. 
A cargo net and strap help secure cargo. There’s also a 12-volt outlet 

in the cargo area, along with an under-floor storage compartment. The 
rear seatback folds in a 40:20:40 configuration, allowing you to maxi-
mize cargo and passenger flexibility. 
 
BMW ConnectedDrive is an all-inclusive suite of safety, convenience 
and infotainment features with available features that include a Head-
Up Display, Lane Departure Warning, Active Blind Spot Detection, 
Rear-View Camera with Top View and Concierge Services.
 
The NHTSA gave the new-for-2014 wagon version of the all-wheel-
drive BMW 3 Series (328i xDrive) an overall safety rating of five stars 
out of five. 

The 3 Series Sports Wagon offers tremendous versatility for people 
who need more room without giving up the performance and handling 
of the famous 3 Series Sedan. 

CoMing soon...
tHe all-new 2014 BMw 
3 series sports wagon
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April 21st, Sunday, 7-9PM, General Meeting, Red Robin, 1313 South Foothill Blvd, includes discussion about BMW repair shops
May 4th, Saturday, 10AM Coffee, Cocoa, and Cars, Pierre Country Bakery, 3239 East 3300 South, Salt Lake City 
May 18th, Saturday, West Desert Drive-  Details TBA
June 1st, Saturday, 10AM,  Coffee, Cocoa, and Cars,  Silver Bean Coffee, 6556 South 3000 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84121
June 15th, Saturday, Sugarhouse Park BBQ & General Meeting, Details TBA
July 14th, Sunday, Summer Drive- Details TBA
August 3rd, Saturday, Coffee, Cocoa, and Cars, 10AM - Silver Bean Coffee, 6556 S. 3000 E., Salt Lake City, UT 84121
August 8th, Thursday,  Sunset Dinner & General Meeting, 7PM - Bohemian Brewery, 94 East 7200 South, Midvale, UT 84047
September 7th, Saturday, Coffee, Cocoa, and Cars, 10AM - Silver Bean Coffee, 6556 S. 3000 E., Salt Lake City, UT 84121
September 21st, Saturday, Fall Drive and General Geeting - Details TBA
October 5th , Saturday, Go cart racing at Miller Sports Park - Details TBA
November 9th, Saturday, Service Center- Details TBA
December 1st Sunday, Christmas Party - Details TBA 
Other Local Car Events (non BMW CCA)
March 23rd, Saturday, Grantsville Car Show - Grantsville, UT, http://www.thanks2frank.com/fliers%202013/grantsville%20flier.pdf
April 26th-28th Moab Car Show - Moab, UT, http://moabaprilaction.moab21.com/
July 4th-6th, Cache Valley Cruise In Logan, UT, http://www.cachevalleycruisein.net/index.php?cID=1
For PCA autocross events go to  www.wasatch bmwcca.org

Events

P.O.Box 71084     Salt lake City,  UT 84171                                      www.wasatchbmwcca.org

Protect your investment! 
Total car care for 
all model year 
BMW and MiNi 
vehicles

Engine
Electrical
Brakes
Suspension
AC/Climate Control
oil and Fluids 
Tuneups
Routine Service 

independent BMW 
and MiNi Repair 

59 East 1700 South 
Salt Lake City
Utah, 84115 
Email: sevko-wire.com
Facebook:
Bimmermotorwerks.com

For an appointmaent call:

801-485-4565

Special prices For BMW CCA members

Brake Fluid Flush $60
MINI Oil Change $75 
BMW 6 Cylinder Oil Change $87
BMW 8 Cylinder Oil Change $97
All oil changes include 21 point inspection, brake 
check, tire pressure check and topping off of all 
under hood fluids (coolant, power steering, brake 
fluid).
Prices are not applicable to M,Turbo and Diesel 
models.
(tax and shop supplies extra)

Follow us on Facebook 

BMW Car Club
of America
Wasatch Chapter


