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THE 2015 BMW X6 M
An Answer To A Question No One Asked

BMW invited a few international motoring journalist to the Circut of the 
Americas to check out the new 2016 X6 M. Patrick George was one of those 
lucky few. Here’s a excerpt from an article he wrote for Jalopnik about his 
exciting test drive experience. 

“Why does BMW make the X6? Why is it called a “Sports Activity Coupe” 
when it has four doors? Why would anyone think that a sloping roof looks 
good on an SUV? Why would buyers want a vehicle with SUV ride height but 
far less practicality?

Further, why would they make an M version of such a vehicle? Why would 
they give it the twin-turbo V8 engine from the M5, with 567 horsepower and 
553 pound-feet of torque? Why would they make it go from a stop to 60 mph 
in just four seconds? Why would BMW make it, as they like to say, fit for a 
run on the Nordschleife?

After driving it, I have decided this is the wrong way to think about the X6 M. 
When you talk about this unusual car, the question isn’t “Why?,” it’s “Why 
not?”

Now on its second generation, the X6 M is brand new for this year, and it’s 
as perplexing as ever.

The tough thing about the X6 M is that it defies categorization, so it’s 
hard for us to know what to expect from it. You drive a Nissan Versa, it’s 
a subcompact sedan; you expect it to be slow and cheap. You drive a 
Corvette, it’s a sports car, so you know it’s going to be fast at the expense of 
normality. You drive a Ford Escape, it’s a crossover, so it should be roomy 
and better on road than off.

http://truckyeah.jalopnik.com/the-2015-bmw-x6-m-is-a-567-horsepower-answer-to-a-quest-1684148242


 

It’s very hard to fit the X6 in to all these categories we 
have, let alone its hopped-up M version. Its sibling, the 
X5 M, is much easier to figure out. It’s big, it’s practical, 
it can haul stuff and it can haul ass, because it has the 
same mighty engine.

I do get why they launched the X6 M here. It’s the most 
Texan car in BMW’s lineup. It’s big, it’s brash, it’s power-
ful, it’s expensive — the base price is $102,100! — and it 
makes a grand statement. Specifically, it’s very Dallas. 

The only way it could be more Texan is if it had a bed, a 
tailgate and a trim level called King Ranch Edition.

Technically, the X6 M is a car Jalops should dig, 
because it’s weird and also very fast, two things we like. 
Probably the reasons we don’t are the polarizing looks, 

the price tag, and the fact that an X6 buyer is probably 
insufferable to at least some degree.

Or you’re just not convinced the X6 M is special. What 
if I told you it has an oil sump system that allows it to hit 
hit up to 1.2 g without creating a problem for the engine’s 
oil supply? That it has mixed-size Pirelli P Zero tires front 
and rear to create the ideal combo of steering feel and 
traction? That its radiators are designed for track duty? 
That it has launch control? 

You still probably don’t care. Which is fine, because it’s 
not my job to sell you this car, merely to tell you it’s bet-
ter than you realize.

It’s almost certainly a visual improvement over its pre-
decessor, which looked like an X5 that had been in an 
unfortunate rollover accident. With its wide haunches 
and sleek, swooping lines, this new X6 looks like what 
the designers were probably going for all along. Each of 
our testers in Austin came in a bright, ostentatious color 
called Long Beach Blue. It’s quite striking in that shade; 
good or bad, it’s definitely a car you stare at for a while. 

Inside the X6 M, there is leather. All the leather, I think. 
So many cows died to make this happen. Our cars’ 
brown Merino leather had an almost orange shade that 
makes it stand out just as much as the exterior does. 
Befitting its price tag, it’s vastly more premium-feeling 
than the 228i I drove later that day. 

At the same time, the X6 doesn’t have an interior where 
everything is easy to work and figure out; no one will 
get inside and say “Oh yeah, this makes total sense.” 
Between the iDrive knob, the limited selection of center 
panel buttons, and the fact that the wonky gear selector 

doesn’t even have a park button or position, the learning 
curve is a steep one.

So what’s it like to drive? Damn quick. Acceleration from 
the M5-sourced, twin-turbo V8 is abundant, even down-
right violent when you mash the throttle. We may be 
jaded in the Era of Hellcat, but I still think it’s incredibly 
impressive when a 5,185-pound car moves from a stop 
to 60 mph in just four seconds...”

Click here for rest of Patrick George’s full article.

Patrick wasn’t the only review of this new monster - Chris 
Wright was also on hand at the Circut of the Americas. His 
review is in the March 2015 edition of Roundel Magazine. If 
you havent read it yet - do. You wont be disaapointed.

Chris Wright continues Patrick’s love/hate sentiment when 
he summarizes his mixed emotions about the overwhelming     
list of engineering goodies packed into this beast by stating:

“...a package whose 
very existence used to 
annoy me, but which is 
now something I desire 
- very powerful indeed”
I think you can see where this is going...

His thoughts and doubts about the X6 M are quickly shoved 
out of his head as he takes his first lap...by the end, he is 
sold on the endless engineering achievments shoved into this 
5,000 pound package. Click here for Chris’ full review.

Brian Morgan, who also has an article in the latest Roundel, 
has a bit more of a love-at-first-sight feel when got his hands 
on a Fabspeed’s tuned-up version of the X6 M. However 
unorthodox some of the outrageous stylings might feel, this 
trim-blacked and greatly detailed option could easily change 
any of your fence-sitting “Can I see myself behind the wheel 
of this?’’ thoughts that you might still be struggling with.  
Brian puts it best by saying...

“Over the top but 
understated,...subtle as 
it is potent.”
Be sure to read Brian’s write up, too. I think between these 
three, the question of why BMW would build this inbetween 
SUV/car niche market machine is quite clearly answered - 
because they can.

http://truckyeah.jalopnik.com/the-2015-bmw-x6-m-is-a-567-horsepower-answer-to-a-quest-1684148242
http://roundel.imirus.com/Mpowered/book/vrd15/i3/p58
http://roundel.imirus.com/Mpowered/book/vrd15/i3/p70
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NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS

BOARD MEMBERS
President - Daniel Archer  
wasatchbmwcca@gmail.com. 801-824-3130

Vice President – Rick Gelhart 
wasatchbmwcca@gmail.com. 801-949-5261

Secretary - Konrad Chen 
wasatchbmwcca@gmail.com. 801-560-5963

Treasurer - Tommy DeJong  
wasatchbmwcca@gmail.com. 801-580-4001

Membership Chair - Open  
wasatchbmwcca@gmail.com.  

Webmaster – Dave Egelston  
wasatchbmwcca@gmail.com.

Newsletter Editor - Jamie Airmet 
wasatchbmwcca@gmail.com. 801-712-0209

 
Newsletter Submissions
We welcome your stories, suggestions, technical 
tips, photos, questions or comments that would be of 
interest to your fellow club members.  All reasonable 
submissions are considered and are needed. The 
editor reserves the right to edit for length, quality and 
good taste.  Please include your contact information so 
we may contact you if significant editing is necessary.  
Please send your submissions to the Editor through 
email, phone or the Wasatch Chapter address. 

How to Join BMW-CCA
Call 1-800-878-9292 for credit card orders.  
Membership cost is $48/year which includes a 
subscription to the Roundel and Switchback as well 
as all other Club Benefits.  You may add another 
person in your household for $10 so they can enjoy 
full Club benefits as well, except they won’t get their 
own Roundel. Send your change of address to BMW 
CCA, Inc., 640 South Main St, Suite 201, Greenville, 
SC 29601 or fax 864-250-0038  or www.bmwcca.org. 
(864-250-0022).

BMW CCA Benefits
Discounts on parts, supplies, free advertising in the 
Roundel and BMW CCA website, library and video 
services, help from technical and maintenance experts, 
a Value Information Coordinator to help with insurance 
claims, purchases or sale of your BMW, Ombudsmen 
to assist you with BMW dealers and suppliers, Special 
Interest Groups listed in the Roundel.

Legal Disclaimers
The Switchback is published by and for the Wasatch 
Chapter of BMW CCA.  The chapter is not connected 
with BMW AG or BMW NA.  All information furnished 
herein is provided by the membership of the club, for 
members only.  Unless otherwise stated, maintenance 
and modification procedures herein are not “Factory 
Approved” and their use may void your BMW warranty.  
The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed 
herein are those of the authors, and no authentication 
is implied by the editor, who assumes no liability 
for information contained herein.  Material may be 
reproduced by other chapters provided credit is given 
to the author or the Wasatch Chapter, unless otherwise 
noted or specifically prohibited.

Hello fellow Wasatch BMW CCA members and BMW 
Enthusiasts! 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself! My name is 
Daniel Archer. I am the new president of the Wasatch Chapter of the 
BMW CCA. I have been an avid BMW enthusiast since before I could 
drive really, and in the past 12 years since I received my drivers 
license, I have owned about 18 different BMW’s! Old and new! I am 
a lover of just about all things BMW and that is why I have such a 
passion for this club and want it to be the greatest it can be! I cant 
wait to really dig into this coming car season and make it special!

I would also like to thank Craig Hawe for his time as President of 
this chapter. He filled the position for many years and did a fantastic 
job of sharing his passion for the brand as well as welcoming new 
members to the club! Thank you Craig for your contribution to the 
club!

I’d also like to thank some of our other departing board members, 
Lee Wagstaff and Tom Oesleby. You both did a fantastic job in both 
your positions and will be missed on the board, but we thank you 
both for your years of contribution to the chapter! 

With the departure of these board members, I would like to welcome 
the following new board members to fill their positions. Konrad 
Chen is our new Secretary, Rick Gelhart is our new VP, and Jamie 
Airmet is our new Newsletter editor! Dave Egelston has technically 
left the official board but has decided to stay on as our chapter web 
administrator and i’m happy that he has decided to do so!

We all are in the works of bringing lots of great ideas to life to make 
this season a great one! Everything from Scenic drives, Meets, 
Shows and BBQ’s, Exclusive dealership events, and hopefully even 
some track time. 

With these events and this fantastic team by my side and amazing 
members like yourself, I hope to make this coming season one of the 
best that has ever taken place in this chapters history!

Daniel Archer

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE BMW i3 EXTENDED TEST DRIVE

Take home a BMW i3 for a couple of days, even a weekend, 
and experience life from the driver’s seat. 

The BMW i3 is designed to fit your life today while taking 
mobility to a whole new place—tomorrow. The BMW i3 
launches you from 0 to 30 in just 3.5 seconds1 and delivers 
enough range for your day-to-day needs. The BMW i3 
Range Extender goes even further, allowing you to drive 
up to 150 miles.* This is no ordinary test drive, because the 
BMW i3 is no ordinary vehicle.

HOW DOES IT PERFORM? 
With 184 lb-ft of instant torque and lightweight Carbon Fiber 
Reinforced Plastic construction, the handling, agility and 
excitement are pure BMW.

WHERE CAN I CHARGE? 
BMW i offers a home charging solution perfect for any 
garage. And when you’re away from home, thousands of 
charging locations are literally at your fingertips.

HOW MUCH WILL I SAVE? 
Driving an electric vehicle can save you as much as $9,000 
or more in fuel costs over five years.2 And you may also 
get a tax credit. The savings are almost as exciting as the 
driving.

Click here to sign up today to take an extended test drive 
over a few days of the new BMW i3 at one of our local 
authorized dealers.

BMW OF MURRAY
4735 S State St, 
Murray, UT 84107
(801) 262-2479 
www.bmwofmurray.com

BMW OF PLEASANT GROVE
2111 W Grove Pkwy, 
Pleasant Grove, UT 84062
(801) 443-2000
www.bmwofpleasantgrove.com

http://www.bmwcca.org
https://www.bmwusa.com/Secured/Content/Forms/lead.aspx?leadtype=TestDrive&NaModelCode=15IA&source=i3_Extended_Test_Drive&origin=i3_Extended_Test_Drive&mobileoverride=true
http://www.bmwofmurray.com
http://www.bmwofpleasantgrove.com


TECH SESSION AT INTEGRITY FIRST AUTOMOTIVE BRUNCH AT MARKET STREET

Starting the season off right, we had our first get together 
at Market Street for a fine meal and great service. It 
was a small turnout, but quality over quantity is always 
appreciated. It was great catching up with old friends and 
getting to meet some new ones. 

With the weather being so un-seasonally pleasant we 
continued our visit out to the parking lot where we got a 
quick glance at BMW’s new X1. Rick Gelhart had a loaner 
from BMW of Pleasant Grove while his wife’s daily driver 
was in for some scheduled service. This little TwinPower 
Turbo four-banger has plenty of pick-up packed into its 2.0 
liter engine (we will surely be seeing more of these 240hp 
powerful yet efficient sporty SUVs on the road). 

It was a perfect way to start the morning and get motivated 
for the fun filled year ahead.  

This time the focus was on the cooling systems of the 
V8s, especially the M62 and M62TU Motors. Damien 
had multiple motors opened up in various stages of 
repair, perfect for a close-up visual of each feature and 
function on the cooling systems. As the generations get 
newer, the advancements in technology have added to 
the sophistication of these systems. The Integrity First 
Automotive team clearly understands these differences 
and nuances related to each generation. I think everyone 
attending would agree that this Tech Session was 
interesting and informative from start to finish. If you 
missed it, make sure you get to the next one, a great way 
to raise your car IQ without getting your hands dirty and 
your head spinning. –it was definitely a better way to learn 
than in my garage!  

Once again Damien Shaw and his crew gave 
us immense and valuable insight into the inner 
workings of our ultimate driving machines.



Protect your Investment! 
Total car care for 
all models and 

years of
 BMW and MINI

Call for an appointment today

801-485-4565
59 East 1700 South 
Salt Lake City
Utah, 84115 
Email: sevko-wire.com
Facebook:
BimmerMotorWerks.com

Engine
Electrical
Brakes
Suspension
AC/Climate Control
Oil and Fluids 
Tuneups
Routine Service 

Special prices For BMW CCA members
Brake Fluid Flush $60
MINI Oil Change $75 
BMW 6 Cylinder Oil Change $87
BMW 8 Cylinder Oil Change $97
All oil changes include 21 point inspection, brake 
check, tire pressure check and topping off of all 
under hood fluids (coolant, power steering, brake 
fluid). Prices not applicable to M,Turbo and Diesel 
models (tax and shop supplies extra).

Independent BMW 
and MINI RepairBIMMER MOTOR WERKS

CLASSIFIED SECTION

 
FOR  SALE

2011 BMW 335 xDrive
Excellent condition, inside and out

Blue exterior, beige interior
39,700 miles

$25,500

Call or text Jeanie at 801-243-2246 
for details and more pictures.

HIGH SIERRA MEET

High Sierra 02 Fest
September 12, 2015 -  Minden, NV

2002 owners, join us for the inaugural 02 Fest.
The weekend will consist of drives through the Sierra Mountains, photo ops near Lake Tahoe, and 

of course a car show. Visit www.bmw2002faq.com in the events for a full description of the activities, 
including a BBQ, Tech Session, mountain drive and tee shirts for registering participants. 

Reservations are due by August 1st. Contact Ed Black for details at adirtnerd@frontier.com.

A block of rooms at the Carson Valley Inn have been reserved, $85 a night, double occupancy.
Please call 800-321-6983 ext. 1 and mention group number 504254 for the special price. 

http://BimmerMotorWerks.com
http://www.bmw2002faq.com/calendar/event/90-high-sierra-02-fest/
http://adirtnerd@frontier.com. 


“When Perfect is Good Enough” 

SPECIALIZING IN 
FOREIGN 
AUTOMOBILES

3270 South1100 West
Telephone: 801-364-8276
Fax 801-364-9947
Lane Clisshold 
Email: alpineautorenovation@yahoo.com
Visit us at alpineautorenovation.com

Now in its sixth year, the Legends Of The Autobahn® 
concours has become a local and regional sensation. 
In 2011, with the North American debut of the BMW 328 
Hommage concept car, the event gained international 
recognition. In 2012 we saw the debut of BMW’s Zagato 
Z4 Roadster concept, and there are always many rare 
models to be seen.

For 2015, the Legends of the Autobahn Concours is returning 
to the prestigious Nicklaus Club-Monterey in Monterey, California, 
during the famed Pebble Beach Concours week. This rich venue 
provides the growing event with the continued room to expand—and it’s so 
close to Laguna Seca that you can hear the historic cars warming up!

visit www.legendsoftheautobahn.org for more information.
Check out this Legends of the Autobahn 2014 video of here.

AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING
A CELEBRATION OF GERMAN

Just show your Membership Card to:

Discounts Given to Club Members

BMW of Murray 
   10% discount on parts

BMW of Pleasant Grove  
   10% discount on parts

Pro Dent-10% discount

LUXE Auto Spa-15% discount

Bimmer Motor Werks 
   See the ad

Car Doctors of Saratoga  
   Call for monthly specials

Boyles Motorwerks  
   10% discount on most services

Do you have a business and wish to let CCA members have a discount?
-just let us know and we will advertise it here for free.

http://alpineautorenovation.com
http://www.legendsoftheautobahn.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTKWUxAvVWg#t=15


Do you have an event that supports BMW lovers?
Let us know and we can add it to this calendar.

wasatchbmwcca@gmail.com. 
P.O.Box 71084 
Salt Lake City,  UT 84171
www.wasatchbmwcca.org

April 18
April 26
May 2
May TBA
May 16
May 30
June 6
June 14
June 20
July TBA

10:00 am
10:00-noon
10:00 am
TBA
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
12 noon
10:00 am
8:00 pm

CCA Cars and Coffee
Spring Tour
CCA Cars and coffee
Show and Shine
CCA Cars and coffee
CCA Cars and coffee
CCA Cars and coffee
Summer BBQ
CCA Cars and coffee
Movie Night

Event                    Date             Time                       Location                                        Description      More Information

Wasatch Chapter Events

Other BMW Events

Pierre’s Bakery 3229 East 3300 South
Meet at Skyline High School
Pierre’s Bakery 3229 East 3300 South
BMW of Pleasant Grove
Pierre’s Bakery 3229 East 3300 South
Pierre’s Bakery 3229 East 3300 South
Pierre’s Bakery 3229 East 3300 South
Meet at Skyline High, drive to Mountain Dell 
Pierre’s Bakery 3229 East 3300 South
Snowbird ski resort

A casual get together for coffee and a pastry. 
Drive up to summit county, down to Utah county
Get get together for coffee and a pastry. 
Car Show, Dealer Leader Cars, Great Food
Get together for coffee and a pastry. 
Get together for coffee and a pastry. 
Get together for coffee and a pastry. 
Cruise up as a group for Food and Fun.
Get together for coffee and a pastry. 
Outdoor movie under the stars

Look for an email to come with exact route.

More to come - FUN, FUN, FUN 

Upper Washington Park 

Snowbird Movie Schedule

April 11
April12
April 17-19
April19
April 25

May 6

May 29-31

Aug 7-10
Aug 14
Sep 11-13

8:00 am
11:00 am
 
1-4 pm
11 - 4 pm

7:00 pm

SLRS Cruise for Paul
UBE Olympus Hills Park 
MFEST
Import Spring Showoff
Car Doctor’s BBQ and Fund 
Raiser & Car Show
Utah Association of Euros – 
IKEA Meetballs
WUSTE European Car 
Festival
BMW Drive 4 corners
Legends of the Autobahn
BMW 2002 High Sierra fest

Event                    Date             Time                       Location                                         Description      More Information

Sears 754 S. State
Olympus Hills Park, 4500 So 3131 East
Las Vegas, NV
Maverick Center 3200 Decker Lake Drive
Car Doctor’s,  2158 No Redwood Rd., Saratoga

Ikea parking lot

Las Vegas, NV

Pagosa Springs, Colorado
Monterey, California
Minden, Nevada

Cruise honoring Paul Walker
Utah BMW Enthusiasts – bring a lunch
Car show based around the Motorsport division
Imports and Euros. Eat, music, raffle, cars & more
Burgers and drinks and prizes and more. Money 
raised goes toward youth baseball uniforms!
Meet other Euro enthusiasts –Eat IKEA meatballs

See website for details

Check the website for all the details
Classics Bimmers and much more
Days of fun for vintage 2002 fans. 

facebook.com/slrs-forpaul
facebook.com/UBE
www.mfest.com
facebook.com/importspringshow
facebook.com/cardoctorsshow

www.facebook.com/UAEmeetballs

wuste.com

drive4corners.com
legendsoftheautobahn.org
.bmw2002faq.com/calendar/event

http://www.slcgov.com/cityparks/parks-washington-park-parleys-canyon
http://www.snowbird.com/events/family-flicks-summer/
https://www.facebook.com/events/664341070360492/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1560462597574835/
http://www.mefest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1567383770193191/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/641922169183387/
http://wuste.com/
http://drive4corners.com/welcome-to-drive-4-corners/
http://www.legendsoftheautobahn.org/
http://www.bmw2002faq.com/calendar/event/90-high-sierra-02-fest/

